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had degenerated into a farce. For under whatever form and whatever name, Athens had to dominate the Greek world. She had to control the fleet created in the name of the Confederacy for the common defence of the Greek states against aggressors and international brigands. Only such an international police could enforce international peace in the ^Egean Sea. It became such a farce that Athens coerced others to join the League and demolished the other cities that refused to join, for common protection, what was now frankly and unashamedly called her "empire."
If we may believe Thucydides [says Will Durant], the democratic leaders of Athens, while making liberty tlie idol of their policy among Athenians, frankly recognized that the Confederacy of free cities had become an empire of force. . . .'the inherent contradiction between the worship of liberty and the despotism of empire co-operated with the individualism of the Greek states to end the Golden Age.*
Thucydides, an Athenian, wras ingenuous and impartial enough to tell us that the real cause of the Peloponnesian War w^as the domination of Athenian power. The Athenians were determined to enforce a Pax Athenica. They wrere for free trade, being themselves dependent upon imported grains from Egypt and Thrace, and were modern enough to enforce economic sanctions. Megara rebelled and helped Athen's enemy, Corinth. Pericles ordered all Megarian products excluded from Attica and the Empire. .Megara and Corinth appealed to Sparta. Sparta intervened, and demanded the repeal of the embargo, Pericles agreed, but demanded in return the throwing open of Spartan cities to foreign trade. Sparta agreed, but countered with the demand that Athens
* Ibid., p. 440.